
Outline of Current HCBP Plan 
 

• New Laird Road will be a 6-7 
lane ring road. 

 
• New Hanlon Creek Boulevard 

is a 4 lane arterial road that 
will cross the northern section 
of the wetland as well as the 
Hanlon creek.   

 
• Over 7 km of new roadways 

will be constructed on this 
site.   

 
• Development blocks have 

been increased from 65% to 
85% impervious surface. 

 
• Narrow 15-30 m buffers will 

also contain storm water 
ditches and a 4 m gravel road.  

 
• A vegetated no touch zone of 

only 5 m will be left between 
the gravel road and the 
protected wetland area, and 
an inadequate 1 m no touch 
zone from the dripline of 
forested areas.   

 
• A total of 1013 trees and 

3950.9 m of crown radius will 
be lost during the first 2 
phases of this development.   

Resources 
 

On the Internet 
 

Hanlon Creek Business Park 
Occupation... News about development 
in Guelph and the HCBP opposition 
http://hcbpoccupation.wordpress.com  
 

 
 

Royal City Rag...If it happens in Guelph 
you'll hear about it on Royal City Rag! 
http://royalcityrag.ca/ (search Hanlon 
Creek) 

 
 

In the Public Library 
 
Hanlon Creek Watershed Study (1993) 
CA6..-HCP...-93H13S C.1  
 
Hanlon Creek, State of the Watershed 
Study (2004) CA6..-HCP...-93H13S C.1  

Wetlands  
are  

Not Wastelands 
 

The Hanlon Creek Business 
Park (HCBP) proposal presents 

unknown and unquantifiable 
risks to the Hanlon Creek 

watershed and the Provincially 
Significant Wetlands within it. 

 
The Risk Is Not 

Worth It. 



Risky business 
Despite long-standing 

opposition, the City of Guelph’s 
Hanlon Creek Business Park 
(HCBP) will not go away. The city, 
having annexed 1,489 hectares of 
land from Puslinch Township in 1993 
and having committed 271 of these 
to the building of what Guelph mayor 
Karen Farbridge describes on her 
blog as “a model for other 
municipalities to follow,” has since 
faced heavy resistance to its plans. 

 

For more than a decade, a 
number of conservation 
organizations, neighbourhood 
associations and local residents 
have expressed concern that this 
land is too important to the 
ecological integrity of the area  to 
be paved over. 

Land Is More Important Than 
Sprawl (LIMITS) is now 
spearheading opposition to the 

 

development.  According to the LIMITS 
website, surveys of the proposed HCBP 
site found that it is home to at least 112 
species of birds, 20 species of reptiles 
and amphibians, 16 species of mammals 
and 270 species of plants and trees. 

 

Most notable, perhaps, is the 
presence of a hop-hornbeam tree that is 
estimated to be at least 250 years old,  
making it one of the oldest of its kind in 
the province. 

 

While the grove in which it is located 
is to be spared, the city’s plan calls only 
for protection one metre beyond the tree’s 
dripline (the area directly located under 
the outer circumference of the tree 
branches). According to Chris Morrison, 
an arborist with Maple Hill Tree Services, 
“80 percent of the tree’s root system 
potentially extends beyond the protected 
zone, and the tree will be adversely 
impacted if the soil is disturbed up to only 
one metre beyond the dripline.” 

 

Local Sierra Club representative 
Judy Martin has raised a host of issues. 
Notably, that the requisite grading and 
paving will considerably alter the flow of 
surface water and risk warming Hanlon 
Creek to the point at which it can no 
longer support brook trout. 

Guelph Urban Forest Friends 
(GUFF) are concerned about the loss of 
tree canopy. 

 

The Council of Canadians (CoC) 
support for the project is contingent on 
the introduction of further environmental 
safeguards. 

The Guelph Civic League is 
concerned with the lack of cooperation 
and compromise that has characterized 
the city's approach to the HCBP. 

    

 

In wildness is the preservation  
of the world.  

Henry David Thoreau 

It threatens the groundwater 
recharge of the moraine ... increased 

industrial activity in this sensitive 
area raises the potential for toxic 

materials to seep into drinking water. 
James Gordon 

The project will be devastating 
to the whole complex ecosystem 
and result in a variety of species 

being extirpated.                             
Melanie Sohm. 


